
 
 

Welcome Home. 
 

 

 

 

 
 



The original list of Morris County Vietnam veterans was published March 29, 2022, in honor of  

 

National Vietnam War Veterans Day.  

 

If you have additional information, corrections or notice omissions, or if you wish to submit a photo, 

please contact Jan Williams, Cultural Resources Specialist at the Morris County Office of Planning and 

Preservation: jwilliams@co.morris.nj.us  

 

Veterans: 

 if you want to honor the memories of buddies whose names you carry with you to this day, they will be 

mentioned in your biography if you submit them.   

 

To enroll in the National Purple Heart database, please contact The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor: 

https://www.thepurpleheart.com 

 

To apply for a Morris County Distinguished Service Medal: 

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/Departments/Veterans-Services/Apply-for-a-Morris-County-

Distinguished-Service-Medal 

 

If you've lost a medal, award, or decoration, please visit: 

https://www.archives.gov/veterans/replace-medals.html 

 

If you would like to donate your personal Vietnam items, or provide original or scans of photographs 

and documents, please contact: 

The Morris County Historical Society 

68 Lafayette Avenue 

Morristown, NJ 07960 

(973) 267-3465 

Amy Curry directormchs@gmail.com 

Anne Motto CollectionsMCHS@gmail.com 
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The Vietnam War: November 1, 1955-April 30, 1975 

The United States sent Military Advisor Assistant Groups (MAAG) into the region beginning in 1955. 

These U.S. forces were sent to train the South Vietnamese Army to fight Communist forces and gather 

intelligence- seven years before the entry into Vietnam on February 28, 1961.  

 

Combatants 

Anti-Communist forces 

United States, France, Australia, New Zealand, Thailand, South Vietnamese (Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam ARVN), U.N., South Korea, The Philippines.  

v. 

Communist forces 

North Vietnamese Army (Peoples Army of North Vietnam PAVN; NVA), Vietcong (National Liberation 

Front, guerrilla campaigners in South Vietnam), China, Russia.  

 

Distance: United States to Vietnam is 8,568 miles. 

 

 

 



Combat conditions 

Vietnam is in the tropical belt lying between the equator and the Tropic of Cancer.  

While there are variations in temperature depending on the season and altitude, the primary seasonal 

changes are marked simply by variations in rainfall. In the north, the rainy season extends from mid-

April to mid-October.  

The city of Hanoi has an annual rainfall of 68 inches, and in the mountains, rainfall may exceed 160 

inches. During the rainy season the average temperature in Hanoi averages 86 degrees. 

Daily temperatures vary considerably in the Red River Delta region, especially in the dry season when 

the temperature may drop as low as 41 degrees.  

The south is more tropical; temperatures in Saigon vary only between 64-91 degrees throughout the 

year. 

Temperatures in the Central Highlands are cooler, ranging from 63 degrees in winter to 68 in summer. 

In the lowland regions, the rainy season extends from May to November averaging 79 inches of rain. 

 

The Snakes 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ млл ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƴŀƪŜǎ ƛƴ ΨbŀƳΣ фф ŀǊŜ Ǉƻƛǎƻƴƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊǳǎƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 

±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘŜadly snakes,  prominent are cobras and vipers. 

These reptiles were infamous for slithering over soldiers at night while trying to get some rest. 

One soldier recalled:  

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜŀŘƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ 

ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƭƻƻƻƴƴƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘέ 

One of the legends arising from the Vietnam War is that cobras were especially fond of Hueys as a 

favorite place to sleep. 

Sources vary, but between 25-50 American troops were bitten by snakes each year of the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Leeches 

 

The 2nd Bn, 16th Infantry crossing a tributary of the Song Be River. 

   

άLƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Χ ǘƘŜ leeches.  

Leeches were a part of most water crossings.  ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴŀǎǘȅ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΦ  Best way to deal 

with them was to burn them with a lighted cigarette and watch them curl up.  Cutting them out was less 

effective.  If possible, we had to drop ouǊ ǘǊƻǳǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƭŜŜŎƘ ŎƘŜŎƪǎΦέ 

 

Mr. Stephen Reynolds. United States Army, 1st Lt., Armor.  

In country August 1969 - August 1970 

 

 

 

 

 



The U.S.O. 

 

Bob Hope continues entertaining deployed troops. The image above is from the 1967 Da Nang Christmas 

show at Freedom Hill. It was in this show that Bob famously translated Semper Fidelus as: 

άLǘΩǎ ƻƪ, 5ƻŎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƴŀƛƭ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴέ. 

tŀǊǎƛǇǇŀƴȅΩǎ own RƛŎƘŀǊŘ άwickέ Berger, an award-winning combat photographer, photographed Bob in 

1968 along with other stars that came to entertain. Mr. Berger reminisced fondly about meeting 

burlesque queen, Gypsy Rose Lee. She and her friends had knitted booties for the troops in the hospital. 

 

Sgt. Berger and Gypsy 

 



 

 

άLƴ December 1969 Bob Hope brought his Christmas Show (with singer-actress Connie Stevens and the 

DƻƭŘ 5ƛƎƎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢±ϥǎ 5Ŝŀƴ aŀǊǘƛƴ {Ƙƻǿύ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ wŜŘ hƴŜΩǎ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ Iv ƛƴ [ŀƛ YƘŜΦ  tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ IƻǇŜΩǎ 

arrival, the 2nd Bn, 16th Infantry conducted a sweep in the Rocket Belt just outside of Lai Khe. We found 

large caches of rocket propelled grenades (RPGs) and mortars all within easy range of the stage in Lai 

Khe. ¢ƘŜ нκмсΩǎ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ Χ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ {ƘƻǿέΦ 

TǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ Χ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛƴƎŜǊ-actress Connie Stevens than in Bob Hope.  She sang a 

Ƙƛǘ ǎƻƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ рǘƘ 5ƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΣ ά²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ .Ŝƭƭ .ƭǳŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǊŀƛƴ ά²ƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƳŀǊǊȅ me, 

.ƛƭƭΚέ  Stevens first asked if there was any GI in the audience named Bill that could come up on stage 

with her so she could sing to him.  Damn near the entire First Division tried to get on that stage.έ 

ά²ŜŘŘƛƴƎ .Ŝƭƭ .ƭǳŜǎέ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HWX2BnI0Gw 

 

Mr. Stephen Reynolds. United States Army, 1st Lt., Armor.  

In country August 1969 - August 1970 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5HWX2BnI0Gw


The Vietnam War revives a tradition. 

 

 

 

 

 

The military has traditions and symbols dating back centuries. Many know that a blue star that indicates 

an active service member or a gold star that indicates a family member has died in service.  

Closely associated with the Vietnam War is the yellow ribbon image, indicating that Prisoners of War 

and those Missing in Action are not forgotten.  

¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎ Ǌƛōōƻƴǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿŜǎǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ǿƛǾŜǎ ǿƻǊŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ Ǌƛōōƻƴ 

colors, indicating what unit their husband served with. 

 The wives of cavalry soldiers wore yellow, symbolizing ά[oyaltyέ.  

¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά¢ƛŜ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ Ǌƛōōƻƴέ ǎǳƴƎ ōȅ ¢ƻƴȅ hǊƭŀƴŘƻ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǿƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ Ǌƛōōƻƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ 

1973, when the trio performed at the Super Bowl to welcome home ex-POWs captured during the 

Vietnam War. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjqBhZj_37U 

 

The song was number one on the Billboard chart for four weeks in 1973. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FjqBhZj_37U


Areas: 

The DMZ 

 

Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) is a military term that refers to a combat-free area between enemies.  

The DMZ in Vietnam lay near the 17th parallel. The boundary between North Vietnam was established 

as the Ben Hai River.  

The DMZ extended three miles on each side of the river. The established DMZ was breached by the 

North Vietnamese Army (NVA) when they constructed the Ho Chi Minh Trail that allowed for the 

transport of troops and supplies to the Vietcong, in the south.  

The U.S. military and the Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN), in an attempt to stop the flow of 

soldiers and supplies, built a series of bases surrounded by barbed wire, electrified fencing, and land 

mines along Route 9, about six miles south of and parallel to the DMZ.  

The ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ōŀǎŜǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άaŎbŀƳŀǊŀ [ƛƴŜΣέ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ Robert S. McNamara, then-U.S. 

Secretary of Defense.  

Some of the war`s fiercest fighting occurred along that line: Khe Sanh, Camp Carroll, and the άRockpileέ, 

a hill in the middle of the Cam Lo valley. 

 

 

 



Iron Triangle 

 

Iron Triangle was a 115 square mile enemy enclave, a strategically important area within striking 

distance of Saigon City, the capital of South Vietnam.  

/ƻǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŜƭŜǇƘŀƴǘ ƎǊŀǎǎΣ ōƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ƧǳƴƎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƎƻƴ wƛǾŜǊΣ LǊƻƴ ¢ǊƛŀƴƎƭŜΩǎ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ŀŦŦƻǊŘŜŘ 

cover for NV troops to conceal their numbers, bases, and tunnel openings* .  

*The infamous tunnels in Cui Chi, Vietnam were constructed in WWII to fight off Japanese invasion; the 

system was expanded during the Vietnam War.  

The tunnels were quite complex, having wells supplying fresh water, arms caches, and kitchens.  

They were booby trapped in a variety of ways.  

The dangerous mission to clear the tunnels were carried out by soldiersΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ǳƴƴŜƭ 

wǳƴƴŜǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ άCŜǊǊŜǘǎέΦ Soon, the common name ά¢ǳƴƴŜƭ wŀǘǎέ came 

into wide use.  

ά¢ǳƴƴŜƭ wŀǘǎέ were typically equipped only with a pistol and a flashlight.  

 

Army Major Alexander Boroff, son of Captain Joel Boroff, Chatham, accompanied his father back to 

Vietnam in July 2018. The Major attempted to enter a tunnel opening.  

For reference, Maj. Boroff is сΩ пέ ǘŀƭƭΦ 



Mekong River 

 

The Mekong River and its numerous tributaries are essential in rice production. During the Vietnam War, 

poor road infrastructure made overland communications and movement difficult. The South 

Vietnamese Army attempted to protect the marshland, swamps, canals, and rivers from the enemy, 

made difficult with fragmented troops and poor communication capabilities- defense was essentially 

ineffective. By 1967 the American military had designed a unique organization known as the U. S. 

Mobile Riverine Force, termed άwƛǾŜǊ wŀǘǎέ ƻǊ ά.Ǌƻǿƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎέΦ  

These groups would patrol the river and its tributaries and proved invaluable in transporting supplies 

and personnel.  

 

Gulf of Tonkin 

 

 

The Gulf of Tonkin is the northern arm of the South China Sea. The Gulf borders the coastlines of 
Vietnam and the Chinese territories of Guangxi Province, Hainan Island, and the Leizhou Peninsula.  

Tonkin Gulf is 300 miles long and 150 miles wide.  

The Red River is the primary source of water while the Vietnamese Port of Haiphong and the Chinese 
Port of Peihai are the main seaports.  



Two Frequently asked questions: 

 

What was The Tet Offensive?  

Tet is the annual Vietnamese Lunar New Year and is the most important public holiday in Vietnam.  

¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά¢Ŝǘέ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ƳŜŀƴǎ άCŜǎǘƛǾŀƭέΦ άTetέ is derived from άTԀǘ bƎǳȅşƴ 7łƴέ', or  

άFeast of the First Morning of the First Dayέ. 

Relying upon a relaxed atmosphere of Tet celebrations, the North Vietnamese organized a series of 

surprise attacks on more than one hundred cities and outposts in South Vietnam. 

 The offensive was an attempt to incite rebellion among the South Vietnamese and force the United 

States to scale down its involvement in the Vietnam War. 

The Tet Offensive lasted from January 30 to September 23, 1968. 

 

What was άOperation Ranch Handέ?  

ά¢actical use" herbicides were used by the U.S. military as part of its arsenal in the Vietnam War. 

 

OŦ ǘƘŜ άwŀƛƴōƻǿέ herbicides, the most familiar is άAgent Orangeέ, a nickname attributed to the orange 
containers it was stored in.  

Herbicides were used in the jungles to eliminant the leaf canopy, exposing enemy positions. 

The defoliant was sprayed by plane or by troops using hand-held apparatus.  

The operation lasted from 1961 to 1971, ŎƻŘŜ ƴŀƳŜŘ άOperation Ranch Handέ.  

Effects of Agent Orange exposure was discovered to have caused a myriad of debilitating health issues, 
presenting decades after initial exposure.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Beginning of The End of The Vietnam War and a Final Weather Report 

 

The Paris Peace Accords 

In February 1970, then- national security advisor Henry Kissinger under President Richard Nixon began 

secret meetings with North Vietnamese negotiator Le Duc Tho outside the city of Paris, France.  

Little progress would be made until 1972. 

Finally, in January 1973, representatives of the United States, North and South Vietnam, and the 

Vietcong signed peace agreements in Paris, ending the direct U.S. military involvement in the Vietnam 

War.  

Provisions included a cease-fire throughout Vietnam, the withdrawal of U.S. forces, release of prisoners 

of war, and the reunification of North and South Vietnam.  

The South Vietnamese government was to remain in place until new elections were held, and North 

Vietnamese forces in the south were not to advance further. 

 

άAŎŎƻǊŘǎέ, plural, as two sets of documents had to be drawn up for signature, as the South Vietnamese 

refused to sign documents referring to the Vietcong.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



White Christmas 

Although the United States had withdrawn most of its combat forces from Vietnam after the signing of 

the Paris Peace Accords, approximately 5,000 Americans remained. 

 Then-President Richard Nixon, convinced that the North Vietnamese would not honor the accords, had 

secretly promised South VietnaƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ άǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ŦƻǊŎŜέ ƛŦ bƻǊǘƘ 

Vietnam violated the treaty.  

The Watergate scandal forced NixonΩǎ resignation from the presidency on August 8, 1974, and the NVA 

capitalized on the distraction by planning a fresh offensive for early 1975. 

After winning a decisive battle at Ban Me Thuot and seizing the central highlands, the North Vietnamese 

invaded the south, capturing the key cities of Quang Tri and Hue.  

 

¢ƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ 5ŀ bŀƴƎΣ {ƻǳǘƘ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳΩǎ ǎŜŎƻnd-largest city, occurred on March 29.  

One month later, on April 29, Armed Forces Radio broadcast the holiday song άWhite Christmasέ, 

followed by the announcement:  

 

άThe Temperature in Saigon is 105 degrees ŀƴŘ ǊƛǎƛƴƎΦέ 

 

This was the coded signal to commence evacuating remaining Americans from Vietnam immediately as 

invasion was imminent. 

 

This begins The Fall of Saigon, the capital city of South Vietnam.    

 

The city surrendered on April 30, 1975.  

 

Two hours before the city fell, the last American troops had evacuated off the United States Embassy 

roof by helicopter; MSGT Juan José Valdez, of California, was the last Marine to board the last flight out 

of Vietnam. 

 

In 1976, Saigon was renamed Ho Chi Minh City after the former communist president of Vietnam,  

Ho Chi Minh. 

 

In 2015, MSGT (Ret) Valdez returned to Vietnam on the anniversary of the Fall of Saigon. 



Aftermath: The Return Home 

Prior to Afghanistan (2001-2021), the Vietnam War was the longest conflict in American military history.  

Vietnam is often rŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άCirst Television ²ŀǊέ with millions of stateside Americans watching 

nightly coverage as the war continued. Due to time lag, Americans viewed lost ground in Vietnam, 

without a follow-up report the ground was subsequently regained by American forces.  

Support for the troops began to erode.  

Further eroding morale were prominent actors Jane Fonda and Donald Sutherland.  

¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀƴ ά!ƴǘƛ-¦{hέ ǎƘƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άC¢Aέ όάFree the Armyέ).  

In 1972, Fonda went to North Vietnam to tour Hanoi and appeared on NV radio programs to speak out 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛƴ Vietnam. She was filmed singing and laughing and was photographed 

wearing a NV helmet sitting on an anti-aircraft gun, earning her the derisive ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜ άIŀƴƻƛ WŀƴŜέ.  

With public sentiment inflamed by graphic televised images and the length of the war, some Americans 

directed their anger at returning soldiers- the very troops they demanded be returned home.  

Veterans have recounted being met at airports and bus terminals with protest signs, verbal abuse, and 

physical assaults. They were then advised not to travel in uniform. 

When in public, some veterans described being subjected to rage, indifference, simply ignored, treated 

with suspicion, fear and loathing by their fellow Americans. 

Discrimination against the Vietnam veteran took multiple forms: denial of membership in social clubs, 

organizations or refused employment. 

Psychiatrist Robert Jay Lifton informed a senate committee in 1970 that the (Vietnam) veteran  

άǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŀƛƴǘŜŘ ƛƴǘǊǳŘŜǊΧƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘƭŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ ƻŦ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƘŀōƛǘǳŀǘŜŘΦέ  

Lifton characterized the process of readjustment to civilian life for the Vietnam vet was one of 

άǊŜƘǳƳŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 

 

Some Morris County Vietnam veterans have expressed remaining anguish and resentment of the 

stereotype fixed upon them as angry, violence-seeking, brutal individuals.  

 

Some Vietnam vets have opted not to disclose publicly that they had served.  

 

Thank you to the Morris County Vietnam veterans who provided their experiences included in the above 

segment.  

 



Aftermath: Attempts to Apologize and Acknowledge 

For her part, Jane Fonda has apologized, not for the visit to Hanoi, but for allowing herself to be 

photographed sitting on an anti-aircraft gun.   

 

Over the years, attempts have been made by the wider public to make amends for the unprecedented 

cruelty leveled at Vietnam veterans.  

In 1986, New York City held a parade in honor of Vietnam vets. Chicago followed suit. 

In 1987, cities across the United States held a series of ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ IƻƳŜέ ǇŀǊŀŘŜǎ. 

 

In 2015, The Recognition of the 50th Anniversary of The Vietnam War act was signed.  

In November 2015, Morris CountyΩǎ 5ŜǇǘΦ ƻŦ Planning & Preservation displayed the names of all Morris 

County Vietnam War casualties in the countyΩǎ library. 

 

In 2017, The Vietnam War Veterans Recognition Act was signed into law, designating March 29 of each 

year as National Vietnam War Veterans Day.  

 

On September 28, 2021, a bill proposing a formal apology to Vietnam veterans was introduced by the 

United States Congress.  

On October 25, 2021, the bill was referred to subcommittee.  

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hjres59/BILLS-117hjres59ih.pdf 

Bill summary 

άThis joint resolution recognizes the sacrifice of veterans of the Vietnam War and commends them for 

their sacrifice to the United States. The joint resolution also urges the President to formally acknowledge 

the widespread mistreatment of such veterans and issue a formal apology to the veterans and their 

families. Additionally, the joint resolution expresses urgent support for increased education to better 

reflect the sacrifice and treatment of Vietnam veterans.έ 

 

A civilian tradition has begun, stemming from the returning Vietnam veteranΩǎ experience.  

In addition to greeting active military or ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜ 

ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜέ may be given to all returning veterans.  

This phrase is tendered in remembrance that Vietnam veterans did not receive the respect and 

gratitude for their service on their return.  

https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hjres59/BILLS-117hjres59ih.pdf


Aftermath: The Vietnam Wall 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ά¢ƘŜ 5ŜŜǊ IǳƴǘŜǊέΣ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ ǾŜǘ Wŀƴ {ŎǊǳƎƎǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 

needed a symbol of recognition from America for their service and sacrifice. 

By 1979 a memorial fund was formed, and in 1980 land in Constitution Gardens was authorized for the 

memorial placement.  

A design competition was announced, and 21-year-old Yale architecture student Maya Lin earned the 

unanimous selection. 

The memorial wall dedication on November 11, 1982, was accompanied by a 56-hour reading in the 

Washington National Cathedral of all the engraved names.  

Visitors often make a rubbing of a name as a memento or leave a token of remembrance. 

 

The Wall contains the names of 58,318 (2021) men and women who died in combat or are listed as 

missing in action (MIA). 

The veteran-driven, swift process from design, construction and dedication of the Vietnam Memorial 

Wall perhaps influenced the construction of other war memorials in D.C:  

Korea, dedicated in 1995, World War II dedicated in 2004 and the World War I Memorial dedicated in 

2021. 

 



Aftermath: Rolling Thunder 

(hǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ άwƻƭƭƛƴƎ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŘŜƴŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŜǘƴŀƳ 

War. U.S. military aircraft attacked targets in North Vietnam from March 1965 to October 1968.)  

For years after the Vietnam War, reports circulated of American POWs still living in captivity.  

Disturbed by these reports, Vietnam veteran Ray Manzo gathered fellow veterans and organized a 

motorcycle demonstration to draw attention to American soldiers declared MIA/POW.  

 

The first run on Memorial Day in 1988 had roughly 2,500 motorcycles. One of the participants quipped:  

άLǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ōǊƛŘƎŜέΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘΣ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-day 

motorcycle event. 

The last ride of the Rolling Thunder organization occurred in May 2019.  

 

 

Lƴ нлнлΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ άwƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊέΣ ōŜƎŀƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ 



ά.ƻƻǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DǊƻǳƴŘέ 

 

 

 

 

Original watercolor by Thomas F. Miller, Hanover, New Jersey. 

United States Marine Corps 

 In country July-December 1965. 

Purple Heart 

 

 

 

 



Morris County Veterans 

 

Charles R. Abella 

Mt. Olive 

United States Air Force 

 

William A. Albert 

 

Parsippany 

United States Air Force 

 

John D. Alexander 

Randolph 

United States Army 

 

Russell J. Allaman 

άwǳǎǎέ 

Denville 

United States Marine Corps 

Member of the Denville American Legion Post 390. 

 



Charles W. Alleger 

Washington Township 

United States Army 

New Jersey Distinguished Service Medal 

 

Gary John Allen 

 

 

National Purple Heart Hall of Honor entry. 

Hanover 

United States Army 3RD BN - 8TH INFANTRY - 4TH INF DIV  

άCƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 9ŀƎƭŜǎέ 

November 9, 1968, Kontum Province 

 

Vietnam Memorial Wall  

Panel 39W, Line 39 

 

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-

wall.pdf 

 

 

 

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf
https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf


Matthew J. Allen 

Florham Park 

Service unknown 

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal 

 

Sherman R. Allen 

Madison 

United States Army 

Member of the American Legion Post 312. 

 

William J. Allen 

Florham Park 

United States Army 

New Jersey Vietnam Service Medal 

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal 

 

Edward Ailling 

Mt. Olive 

Service unknown 

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal 

 

Edward B. Amster 

Florham Park 

United States Army 

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal 

 

 

 

 



hristopher W. Anderson 

Mount Arlington 

United States Navy USS Spartanburg County LST-1192 

 

Served as a U.S. Navy firefighter. 

Mr. Anderson served during the final year of the war, through the fall of Saigon, then was assigned to 

the USS John F. Kennedy, an aircraft carrier, during Operation Deep Express with NATO in the 

Mediterranean and Turkey. He later participated in the 1976 The United States Bicentennial flotilla in 

New York City before being honorably discharged.  

Morris County Distinguished Service Medal 

 

Kenneth Anderson 

Butler 

United States Army 

Mr. AndersonΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ aǊΦ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ǳǊƴǎΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ !ǊƳȅΣ ǿƘƻ 

remembered his friends on Arch Street, Butler, all drafted into the Army.  

The friends attended Butler High School. 

Thank you, Mr. George Burns. Welcome home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Robert Anderson 

Butler 

United States Army 

Mr. AndersoƴΩǎ name and information was provided Mr. George Burns, United States Army, who 

remembered his friends on Arch Street, Butler, all drafted into the Army.  

The friends attended Butler High School. 

Thank you, Mr. George Burns. Welcome home. 

 

Robert L. Anderson 

 

Denville 

United States Army 

 

William H. Anderson 

Dover 

United States Army 

 

 

 



Robert T. Angiuoli 

Chester 

United States Army 

 

Joseph Paul Andrisano, Jr. 

Rockaway Township 

United States Army 

 

Edward A. Aniskiewicz 

Montville 

United States Army 

 

Anonymous Morris County Vietnam veteran wishes to remember  

 David Alan Patton 

 

 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

United States Marine Corps 

June 7, 1969, Quang Nam Province 

 

Vietnam Memorial Wall  

Panel 23W, Line 105 



Robert Labudde Asmuth, Jr. 

 

 

Mt. Lakes 

United States Army 1ST BN 46TH INFANTRY  198TH INFANTRY BDE 

July 26, 1970, Quang Tin Province 

Purple Heart  

Mt. Lakes Memorial 

 

Vietnam Memorial Wall  

Panel 8W, Line 54 

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-

wall.pdf 

 

Robert M. Aughey 

Mount Arlington 

United States Marine Corps 

New Jersey Vietnam Service Medal 

 

 

https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf
https://www.morriscountynj.gov/files/sharedassets/public/departments/planning/survey/vietnam-wall.pdf

